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Mission: We conserve, protect, and 
enhance the biological diversity, 
ecosystem services, and cultural 

legacy of Stellwagen Bank National 
Marine Sanctuary. Science, 

innovation, partnerships, and public 
engagement guide our work.

2190 sq. km.



High Biodiversity + Many Human Uses = 
High Risk Area
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Final Management Plan
15 Action Plans

● Marine Mammal Protection
● Seabird Research
● Vessel Traffic
● Maritime Heritage and Cultural 

Landscapes
● Compatible Uses
● Climate Change
● Education and Outreach
● Interagency/Intergovernmental 

Coordination
● Sanctuary Advisory Council
● Research and Monitoring
● Soundscape
● Water Quality Monitoring
● Habitat
● Ecosystem Services
● Administration and 

Infrastructure Capacity 3

Selected 
Priorities

● Reduce whale 
entanglements

● Reduce 
shipstrikes

● Reduce seabird 
bycatch

● Promote ropeless
fishing traps

● Valuation of 
ecosystem 
services

● Improve internal 
capacity



Self-Assessment Tool Results
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Management Effectiveness 
Scores

Overall Score
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Self-Assessment Tool Results



Harnessing Technology to Build Capacity

6ARGOS Satellite Bird Tracking



Why Build Capacity?
Inform Policy to Change Behavior and Reduce Risk 
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Company Certificate


