
THEME 3
ENTANGLEMENT
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ACTIONS BEING UNDERTAKEN BY SBNMS TO 
MANAGE ENTANGLEMENT

David Wiley
Marine Ecologist and Research Coordinator

Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary



Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary is a “Hot Spot” for Whale Entanglement 

Landry, CCS



Why is Stellwagen Bank “Hot Spot” for Whale Entanglement

Stellwagen  Bank is a feeding area.

The main food is sand lance, a 
small 15 cm long fish that burrows 
into the sand.



Body orientation during side-rolls
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Bimodal Distribution of Body Orientation

Tagging data show that humpback 
whales feed along the bottom, 
particularly at night.



Landry: CCS





https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-mid-atlantic/marine-mammal-protection/atlantic-large-whale-take-
reduction-team Primarily focused on North Atlantic 

Right Whales, but also Humpback & Fin



IFAW’s & MADMF Lobster 
Gear Replacement Project 

2004-2005
•Over 250 lobstermen participated, each 
contributing 25% of  cost for replacement line.

•16 rope distributors participated, and 
contributed a 5% discount on each transaction.

•Grant funding supported a 70% subsidy for each 
lobsterman to replace his floating groundline 
with sinking line.

•Approximately 2100 miles, or 150 tons of  floating 
groundline replaced.



Decision Support Tool: Duke University



From: Northeast Fisheries Science Center | Draft Ropeless
Roadmap: A Strategy to Develop On-Demand Fishing







https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/reducing-entanglements-and-vessel-strikes-makes-
extinction-less-likely-north-atlantic

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/reducing-entanglements-and-vessel-strikes-makes-extinction-less-likely-north-atlantic


Questions and Discussion

All photos taken under National Marine Fisheries Service Permit No. 18059
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OPEN DISCUSSION


